
The U.S. Department of State 
Foreign Policy Classroom 

Speaker: Ambassador Rick Barton, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Conflict and 

Stabilization Operations . 
Topic: "Advancing National Security by Breaking Cycles of Conflict and Mitigating Crises." 

Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 
Time: 1:00 - 2:00p.m. 

Check in will begin at 12:30pm. Please arrive no later than 12:50pm to allow for 

time to pass through security and registration 
Where: U.S Department of State, 2201 C St. NW - Dean Acheson Auditorium 
(Enter through the 23 rd street entrance, between C and D Streets. Bring photo ID.) 


Ambassador Rick Barton of Maine is the Assistant Secretary of State for 
Conflict and Stabilization Operations and the Coordinator for 
Reconstruction and Stabilization. Prior to this position, Ambassador Barton 
served as Senior Advisor to the Secretary of State on Conflict and 
Stabilization. From 2009-2011, Ambassador Barton served in New York as 
the U.S. Representative to the Economic and Social Council of the United 
Nations, working on development, peace building, climate change, and 
human rights. During that time, Ambassador Barton was actively engaged 
on several projects, including the creation of UN Women, the advancement 
of the UN Peace building Commission, Haiti's post-earthquake 
reconstruction and Democracy Fund initiatives, to name a few. Throughout 
his career, Ambassador Barton has worked to improve the U.S. and international response to 
conflict in more than 30 of the world's most unstable places. He led independent reviews of Iraq 
reconstruction; developed civilian strategies for Iraq, Sudan, and Sri Lanka; created new 
measurements of progress in Iraq and Afghanistan; and initiated path-breaking approaches to 
conflict reduction in Pakistan and Nigeria. Ambassador Barton graduated from Harvard College, 
later earning his Master's in Business Administration from Boston University. He has also been 
honored with a Doctorate by Wheaton College of Massachusetts. As the children of American 
diplomats, Ambassador Barton and his brothers lived in Argentina, Spain, the Dominican 
Republic, Bolivia, and Mexico. Married since 1975, Ambassador Barton and his wife Kit Lunney 
have a daughter, Kacy, and live in Washington, DC. 


